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Sun Valley FSC Press Policy

I.  INTRODUCTION 
In order to promote figure skating as a sport in our community, the Sun Valley Figure Skating Club submits appropriate press releases to the Mountain Express and or other media instruments. Guided by this press policy, the Club Publicity Chair appointed by the Board will submit news items that are fair to all members and consistent with standard sports reporting practices. Every effort will be made to report in a positive, yet intellectually honest and accurate manner. SVFSC will report all competition results, both qualifying and non-qualifying. The practice of reporting non-qualifying competition results appears to be somewhat unique to SVFSC. However, in addition to being fun for our younger members, SVFSC resolves that this practice increases community awareness of figure skating as a sport. As in all sports, the higher the achievement, the more recognition individual athletes will receive. Qualifying competitions, senior level tests, special awards, and other high level athletic achievements are emphasized. Unless a skater completes all tests within a discipline to become a USFS Gold Medalist, individual test results, which occur frequently throughout the year, are generally not reported in a separate press release; they are appended to future press releases, reported in the monthly club newsletter, and posted on the Club Bulletin Board.  
II. DISCRETION OF THE PUBLICITY CHAIR
The Publicity Chair is appointed by the Board. The Publicity Chair drafts all SVFSC news items. Before submission for publication in any media instrument, the Publicity Chair must first submit a draft to the Board President for approval and the Club Secretary for historical accuracy. If these individuals cannot be reached in a timely fashion, the draft will be reviewed and approved by at least one other Board Member before submission. The Publicity Chair may also solicit assistance from coaches, parents or other authorities as needed to verify accuracy. The Publicity Chair is charged with timing Club Press releases and limiting their number so that SVFSC does not wear out its welcome with the press. He/she will endeavor to conform to standard sports reporting practices and maintain credibility and respect for the sport of figure skating and the Sun Valley Figure Skating Club. 

III. ALL SKATING-RELATED AND OTHER CLUB NEWS MUST BE SUBMITTED THROUGH THE PUBLICITY CHAIR
To maintain consistency and fair reporting for all skaters, members and parents of members are prohibited from directly or indirectly (through friends, coaches, or outside press contacts) submitting figure skating news items to the press. Club members are welcome and encouraged to submit personal news items to the Publicity Chair for consideration. However, unless the items fall within the scope of the press policy, personal items are generally considered only for the monthly Club newsletter. 

IV. MONTHLY SVFSC NEWSLETTER
SVFSC hopes to maintain a volunteer-run monthly e-newsletter. The primary purpose of the newsletter is to relay Club news, to inform club members of upcoming skating events such as competitions and test sessions in the area, and to pass on skating-related news from Sun Valley Company. The newsletter may also inform members of upcoming international, national, and other elite competitions, televised skating specials, and personal items of interest to the skating community such as birth and wedding announcements, junior skaters’ academic and other achievements, and coach participation in TV specials and celebrity ice shows. In addition, because material differences sometimes exist between the published, edited version of a figure skating article and the original press release submitted by the Club, all press releases submitted by the Publicity Chair for publication in newspapers will be published verbatim in the newsletter.  The newsletter will be reviewed and approved by the Publicity Chair, the Board President, and the Club Secretary. In the event any of these individuals cannot be reached in a timely fashion, another Board Member may review and approve the newsletter.                                                           
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V. POLICY OUTLINE


A.  REPORTING COMPETITION AND USFS TEST RESULTS


1.  Competitions:   SVFSC will report all competition results, both qualifying and non-qualifying.



a. In General:  Results will be listed in order of highest to lowest competitive level. Medalists may be separately mentioned in the body of the article in any order appropriate. Special Awards winners will be emphasized. Competitive group size will generally not be reported, except: 




i. Unusually Small or Large Competitions and Competitive Groups:  When the majority of the events SVFSC skaters participate in include three or fewer skaters in a competitive group, the competition will be described in a positive manner that credits skater participation and competition experience, while truthfully keeping the results in perspective. Any larger competitive groups within a small competition will be noted. (Example: McCall’s “Skate-By-The-Lake” was a small, lightly attended competition offering Basic Skills through Pre-Preliminary skaters a friendly environment to gain more competitive experience. While many competitive groups included  less than three skaters, the Pre-Preliminary and Nontest Free skate events challenged skaters with larger groups of seven…”) Unusually large competitions and competitive groups may also be noted. 




ii.  Uncontested Events:  When a skater receives a gold medal in an uncontested event, it will be noted in the body of a press release. (Example: “Nancy Smith competed uncontested in Nontest Compulsory Spins, receiving a gold medal for participation.”)


2.  Feature Stories and Special Emphasis on Individual Skaters:  Individual photos, feature stories, and special emphasis within a competition press release, will be given for the following:




a. Qualifying Competitions:  An individual feature story, with a photo, will be submitted for every skater who medals in qualifying competition. If a skater is the only SVFSC participant in a qualifying competition, an individual photo and press release may be considered. 



b.  USFS Gold Medalists:  When a skater passes a senior level USFS test in Free Skate, Moves in the Field, Dance or Pairs, an individual feature story with a photo will be submitted for that skater. 



c.   Special Awards:  When a skater wins a special award at competition, such as a “Best Artistic” or “Most Outstanding Showcase” award, an individual photo of that skater holding her award will be submitted with the competition group photo, and special emphasis will be placed on the skater in the body of the article.




d. National Showcase, etc.:  When a skater medals at any national competition requiring qualification, such as National Showcase, an individual feature story, with a photo, will be submitted. If a skater is the only SVFSC participant in such a competition, an individual photo and press release may also be submitted. 


B.   PHOTOS



1.  Group Photos: Whenever possible, a group photo will be submitted: 1) with every competition press release, 2) with the “SVFSC Regionals Competitions Team” press release, combining the skaters participating in the Regional Championships and those participating in the Non Qualifying Competition at Regionals. Ice Dancers attending Sectionals or Nationals may either be included in the Regionals press release or pictured in a separate article. 3) A group photo may also be deemed appropriate for special events. Event publicity photos are not covered by these rules.    
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a.     Rules Governing Group Photos:





i. Notice to Competitors; Time and Place:  A time must be set to take the photo when it is at least possible for all skaters, who wish to make the effort, to attend. It is rarely possible to set a time  that is completely convenient to all competitors, but no group photo may be taken during any skaters’ event, and a reasonable effort must be made to take the photo after all skaters have arrived  in town for an out-of-town competition. For home competition photos, notice of the time and place of the photo will be posted on the club bulletin board, the club office will send out an e-mail, and participating coaches will be notified and asked to make sure their students know about the photo. For out-of-town competitions, all competitors should be personally notified when practical, but notice may also be given by informing all participating coaches. [Note to Coaches: Please make an effort to find out when the group photo will be taken and inform your students so that no one is accidentally left out.] 




ii. Inclusion:  SVFSC will generally not run a group photo for a non-qualifying competition unless the majority of competitors are included the photo.  

2.  Individual Skater Photos: See 5. A. 2., Feature Stories and Special Emphasis on Individual Skaters. Event publicity photos are not covered by these rules.     

3.  Coaches, Parents, and Others:  Coaches and parents are not to be included in group or individual Club press release photos submitted to the public media. However, coaches and club affiliates may submit photos with personal items, such as participation in professional shows, marriage or birth announcements,  for proposed inclusion in the Club newsletter.  See Section IV. MONTHLY SVFSC NEWSLETTER.

C. COACH CREDIT

1.  In General:  The overriding philosophy of the SVFSC press policy is to keep it about the kids.  However, coaches are acknowledged in press releases in the following situations:



a.  General Credit:  Coaches who take skaters to an out-of-town event covered by a press release, who are personally present at the event, will receive general credit. (Example: “Coaches Sally Smith and Joe Jones accompanied the skaters to competition.”) No general coach credit will be given for “at home” competitions.      



b.  Specific Credit:  Coach/Choreographer credit will  be given for individual skaters when a skater has a special achievement which qualifies her/him for a feature story or special emphasis in a press release. See section 5. A. 2., Feature Stories and Special Emphasis on Individual Skaters.  The skater and her parents may decide which coaches they wish to credit in their feature article. Coaches will not be included in the photo.



i.  Exception:  With the approval of the President of the Board, the Publicity Chair may give specific credit to coaches and other participating adults for extraordinary contributions to the Club. (Example: The “Alice” and “Penguins” first and second place group showcase programs at the 2010 Summer Championships were so remarkable and labor intensive that we decided to specifically credit both coach directors and  the adults who made the costumes and props.) A future consideration in giving coach credit may be whether the production or activity invited and included all SVFSC skaters who wished to participate. SVFSC wishes to encourage activities that welcome and benefit all SVFSC skaters regardless of coach. 


 c.  Coach Participation In Club Events:   At the discretion of the Club, Coach credit may be given in press releases for participation in a club shows and events, particularly when coaches volunteer their time.  Show photos may be posted on the club bulletin board, in the newsletter, or in press releases related to shows.
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